Sheltie Rescue of Utah, Inc.

Adoption Contract

IN CONSIDERATION of the donation of $__________, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, ownership of the dog described below (hereinafter, “the dog”) is hereby transferred to the undersigned adopter or adopters (hereinafter, “the adopter”) who releases, discharges, and holds harmless Sheltie Rescue of Utah, Inc. (hereinafter, “SRU”) and all parties associated with SRU from any charges or claims arising from the dog.

Canine Sex: Male (intact) / Male (neutered) / F (intact) / F (spayed) Breed: _____________________________________________

Estimated age:                    Years/months Dog’s Name: _________________________________   Microchip #: ________________

Color: _________________________________________________  Height at withers: ____________   Weight: _______________

Description (e.g., distinctive markings): _________________________________________________________________________

THE ADOPTING PARTY agrees, by signing this contract, to abide by the “Terms of Adoption” contained herein.

1. Donation: The payment acknowledged above is a donation to SRU in support of its charter to rescue Shetland Sheepdogs from shelters and homes where they are unwanted, rehabilitate them medically and socially, and place them into loving, caring homes where they will be given the love and care they need and deserve. 

Adopter initials signifying acceptance of provision 1: ___________________

2. Return: If the adopter is dissatisfied with any aspect of the adoption, the dog may be returned to SRU within two (2) weeks of the date of adoption for a refund of the donation, less a $20.00 processing charge. After two weeks from the date of adoption, no refund will be made. 

Adopter initials signifying acceptance of provision 2: ___________________

3. Refunds: There shall be no refund or reimbursement for any expenses incurred with respect to the dog by the adopter, including veterinary expenses, even if the rescued dog is returned to SRU. 

Adopter initials signifying acceptance of provision 3: ___________________

4. Transfer of Ownership: The adopter acknowledges that the dog requires a stable home and that any person adopting the dog will benefit from information that SRU may offer regarding the dog. Therefore, the dog shall not be transferred to any other person or persons for any reason without the express written permission of SRU. Such permission shall not be withheld unreasonably, but SRU has the exclusive right to determine the suitability of any potential subsequent adopter. If it becomes necessary at any time during the natural life of the dog for the adopter to relinquish custody of the dog for any reason, the dog shall be returned to SRU. 

Adopter initials signifying acceptance of provision 4: ___________________

5. Reason for Adoption: The dog is to be kept as a house pet. The dog shall not be used for medical or any other experimental purposes. The adopter agrees and warrants that he or she is not acting as or in concert with any agent in the acquisition of the dog, and that the adopter will not sell, lend, rent, lease, give, or transfer the rescued dog to any other person, agent, medical facility, laboratory, pet store, or animal shelter, nor will the adopter permit any other person to cause such actions to take place. 

Adopter initials signifying acceptance of provision 5: ___________________

6. Health and Care: The adopter agrees that the dog shall at all times wear an identification tag that indicates the ID number encoded in the dog’s microchip (as recorded above) and a telephone number by which the agency recording that microchip ID number can be reached. The dog will be cared for humanely, shall be provided with a wholesome, nutritious, and sufficient diet and with access to fresh, clean water at all times. The dog shall not be kept outdoors, but shall be housed in the dwelling along with the adopter. The dog shall be examined by a licensed veterinarian no less than once per year, given all necessary vaccines, proper dental care, proper health care in general, and prompt treatment of all injuries or emergencies that may arise over the dog’s natural lifetime. The dog is to be given heartworm preventative medication as directed by a veterinarian; Shetland Sheepdogs (along with Border Collies and Collies) are at risk for fatal reactions to certain heartworm medications and shall not be given medication containing ivermectin (the active ingredient in Heartguard®), but shall instead be given medication containing milbemycin (the active ingredient in Interceptor®). At the end of the dog’s natural lifetime, the adopter shall ensure that the dog is allowed to die with dignity, with veterinary care as required. Upon the dog’s death, SRU shall be notified within 10 days. 

Adopter initials signifying acceptance of provision 6: ___________________

7. Loss: If the dog is lost or stolen, the adopter will notify SRU as soon as feasible, but in all cases such notification shall be made within 72 hours of the loss or theft. SRU has working relationships with many animal shelters, animal control officers, and other rescue groups and can provide invaluable assistance in the recovery of the dog. Adopter shall make all efforts to find and retrieve the dog including, but not limited to, placing timely newspaper advertisements and contacting all appropriate animal shelters weekly until the animal is found and retrieved, or until SRU agrees that recovery is unlikely. If SRU is contacted by any animal control agency regarding the dog and retrieves the dog at its own expense, SRU reserves the right to determine whether the dog will be returned to the adopter. If the dog is returned to the adopter, the adopter shall first pay to SRU the complete costs of retrieving the dog from the animal control agency plus a fee of $25.00. 

Adopter initials signifying acceptance of provision 7: ___________________

8. Reservation of Rights: Sheltie Rescue of Utah reserves the right to enforce this contract in order to protect the welfare of the dog. The adopter expressly grants permission for SRU and its representatives to visit the adopter’s home at any time to verify the welfare of the dog. The adopter further expressly agrees that SRU may repossess the dog upon any evidence of neglect and/or abuse or upon any breach of this agreement, at no expense to SRU and with no refund of any monies to the adopter. If SRU does ask for the dog to be returned to SRU, the dog shall be returned within 24 hours. Should SRU need to seek legal action against the adopter for violations of this agreement, the adopter hereby agrees that he/she/they will assume any and all attorney costs, court fees, and other legal fees incurred in the process of enforcing this contract or of repossessing the dog. 

Adopter initials signifying acceptance of provision 8: ___________________

9. Condition of Dog: SRU has made every reasonable effort to ensure that the dog is healthy and free from known diseases, parasites, and defects except as stated in item 12. SRU does not knowingly offer for adoption any dog that is aggressive towards humans nor that is a known biter. SRU has notified the adopter of every known attribute of the dog that would require the adopter to exercise especial caution with the dog, including information about whether the dog is usually shy or fearful, whether the dog is known to attempt to escape from a house or fenced yard, and whether the dog has unusual nutrition or medical requirements. Because of the impossibility of guaranteeing the actions of any dog, SRU shall be held harmless in the unlikely event of any dog causing harm to persons, property, or other dogs. 

Adopter initials signifying acceptance of provision 9: ___________________

10. Returned Check Charge: There is a $25.00 charge on all returned checks submitted by the adopter. 

Adopter initials signifying acceptance of provision 10: ___________________

11. Notifications: If the adopter moves from the address stated below, the adopter shall, within 10 days of the address change, provide the adopter’s new address and telephone number to SRU. 

Adopter initials signifying acceptance of provision 11: ___________________

12. Known diseases, parasites, and defects: (if none, then write “None”) ____________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Adopter initials signifying acceptance of provision 12: ___________________

I hereby acknowledge receipt from Sheltie Rescue of Utah, Inc. of the dog described in this contract. I accept the dog as is and assume all risk and financial responsibilities of ownership. I hereby release SRU from all liability associated with any illness of the dog or damage, accident, or injury hereafter caused by the dog. I agree that SRU will not in any way be held responsible for the conduct of the dog after its adoption. I understand that some or all of the information in this contract regarding the dog could have been received by SRU from a third party and that SRU does not warrant the accuracy of such information. In addition, if the dog was found wandering or lost, I acknowledge that SRU has no knowledge of the prior owner(s) of the dog. If the prior owner(s) contacts me at any time with regard to retaking the dog, the only remedy I will have is that SRU will provide me with another dog, if and when one is available and I so desire, at no additional cost to me. If at any time, I desire to relinquish custody of the dog, or SRU demands its release for failure to comply with this agreement, I agree to return the dog to SRU, making no charges of any nature for licensing, care, food, or other services or items. I agree to pay all reasonable attorney fees and court expenses if SRU must bring legal action against me to enforce this agreement. I understand that any sum of money I have donated to SRU is to be used for its work in caring for this and other dogs and is not refundable except as provided in this contract. I understand that falsification of any information that I provided in this contract is grounds for SRU to disallow the adoption of a dog and to remove the dog from my home. 

I hereby acknowledge that I have read and understood this Adoption Contract and agree to abide by all of its terms and conditions. I pledge that I will keep the dog described herein as an integral, beloved member of my family. 

Signed this _____________ day of ______________________, 20_______ (the “adoption date”).

___________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

Signature of Adopter(s)





Signature of SRU Representative

___________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

Printed Name of Adopter(s)




Printed Name of SRU Representative

___________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

___________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

Address & Phone Numbers (home/work) of Adopter


Address & Phone Number of SRU Representative

